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Pastor’s Perspective
Covid Tired
by Pastor Erin Clausen (she/her)
“…and who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14b
“Do you want to hear the good news, the bad news, or the complicated news first?” I had just sat down on the
couch with the intention of taking a few minutes of much-needed rest before an evening meeting. Then I got
this phone call. In one moment, I decided there was no possible ‘right’ answer to the question. Anymore, it
seems that all of the news is complicated, exhausting, disappointing, or difficult.
Over the last years, we have all become masters at pivoting, making careful health decisions, changing our
plans at the last minute, finding community in new (touchless) ways, and grieving in the spare moments we
can carve out for ourselves. We have learned a host of new skills, gotten ourselves and our loved ones through
challenging times, thought and re-thought through plans and contingencies. We also have experienced burnout, tiredness, exhaustion, and overwhelm at unprecedented levels. We feel weary in body, mind, and soul.
By now, most of us have recognized the reality that this new way of living won’t be going away. For most of
us, that news is also complicated, exhausting, disappointing and difficult. As people of faith, though, God has
bestowed on us gifts for just such a time as this. Through the Holy Spirit, we have been gifted with love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Wait! Take a moment with this. Sometimes we think of these gifts of the Spirit as a to-do list from God. We
read it and think, “oh yeah, I should love more; I should find more joy in my life; if only I could be more patient…” But read this again: Through the Holy Spirit, we have been gifted with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. As people of faith, we already have these gifts within and around us. God gives these gifts to us freely and abundantly, out of grace and love. You are loved and
share love. You experience joy and cause joy. Peace surrounds and exudes from you. You receive kindness and
give kindness. You experience generosity and live generously. You are faithful and inspire faith in others. You
receive gentleness and give gentleness. You live in self-control and those loving boundaries bless you and others.
As with any gift, sometimes we need to allow our attention to rest on the gift so that we truly experience it.
How do you experience the knowledge that you are loved deeply and also love out of that same depth? How do
you experience God’s gift of joy in your life? And so on… Of course, none of these gifts change the landscape
around us. None will eradicate COVID or suddenly make the relentless barrage of decisions go away. And yet,
God abundantly shares these gifts with us – perhaps for just such a time as this.

Prince of Peace by the Numbers
by Cyndi Hayward, Executive Director

Average weekly in-person attendance ~100
Average weekly online attendance ~30
Average weekly views of our online service ~ 250
Students attending Emerge ~ 23
Number of community groups using our building each week ~ 5
Families enrolled in Preschool ~50
New families joining our congregation ~ 6
Backpacks supplied to LSSI foster children ~ 60
Winter Coats supplied LSSI foster children ~ 90
PADs Guests receiving meals each week ~ 90
Cups of coffee with friends - countless
These are the numbers we have in our hearts as we live out our mission to Love God, Follow Jesus, and Invite
All. When we get together as a Congregation we typically share the numbers raised from our recent capital
campaign, annual pledges received, and the cost of recent building repairs. These are the numbers in our minds
because we know the reality of the resources needed to staff and maintain our church campus.
The executive team has been working on a way to connect the numbers in our heads with the numbers in our
hearts. Many churches do this using a narrative budget. This is a way to see the impact of how we are living our
mission everyday while also helping us to create a vision for how we want to use our gifts in the future.
A narrative budget does not replace the incredible work of our Board of Finance who will continue to provide
expertise and maintain a detailed line-item budget that is available to everyone. However, at our January Congregational Meeting, we will be starting to share and discuss our financial information in new ways. Our hope
is to connect the numbers we have in our minds, which we use to manage our bank accounts, to the numbers in
our hearts. When we see expenses necessary for building maintenance, office supplies, and staff salaries; we
can also see the impact these expenses have on the lives of our congregation families, refugee families, foster
families, and untold other families in receiving food, clothing, shelter, faith and hope. To view this story we
group expenses based on the ministry the funds are supporting. We repair our building and support our church
staff so we can share our faith through Sunday School and welcome new members. We want a safe space to
have both in-person and online worship. Using this thought process, the narrative budget can be presented by
adjusting our traditional expense pie chart to show a different set of categories based on where our resources
are creating impact. For example, see the two pie charts (best viewed on the online version of this newsletter:
www.princeofpeace.net—About Us—Tidings Newsletter). These are generalized views. The first showing our
“Traditional” expense view and the second showing the “Narrative Budget” view:

Continued on page 3
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Prince of Peace by the Numbers—Continued on from page 2

Traditional View

Narrative Budget View

We will continue working together with all of our boards to refine the categories over the next few months, but
this is a start toward capturing a true reflection of both the numbers in our hearts and the numbers in our minds.
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Music Notes...
by Scott Uddenberg
Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. When you go
through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When
you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you.
Isaiah 43:1-2
These words can be a great comfort in times of despair. February can be hard as winter drags on, the lights
of the holidays disappear, and isolation remains. COVID is still an issue for us all so, the question remains,
what's next? We have often turned to hymnody to comfort us. The words of "How Firm a Foundation"
composed by Robert Keene is one of those tunes we can hear any time of year and it feels right and comforting. First printed in 1787, it has a "colonial" sound to its tune but crosses many faith traditions. Each
stanza emphasizes a different promise in God's word:
"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word!"
"Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed, for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid."
"When through the deep waters I call thee to go, the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow."
"When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie, my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply."
"The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, I will not, I will not desert to his foes."
Take time to lean on the words and music of the saints to help get you through those periods of difficulty
during these long winter months.
This year Transfiguration is the final Sunday in February. That is pretty late in the calendar. It means that
Easter falls later in April this year. For worship leaders, it gives us an extra breath in planning for Lenten
activities. Ash Wednesday is on March 2nd this year. The longer Epiphany season will give us a chance to
get to know the liturgy from the new hymnal All Creation Sings a little better. It also will provide the time
and opportunity to add instruments to the liturgy. Former Prince of Peace musician Anne Krentz Organ has
created an instrumental setting to the All Creation Sings liturgy, and we will work to use pieces of it during
worship in February. If you would be interested in learning these new parts, please let me know. Also,
Easter is not far away. If you'd like to play on Easter Sunday, share with me what instrument you'd like to
lift up in celebration of Christ's resurrection. You may get in touch with me by text, email, or phone.

Have you…?
Have you appreciated the option to attend church from home in your PJ’s, singing the
hymns at the top of your voice? Have you used PowerPoint in your professional life? Have
you wondered how livestreaming all works? Do you want PoP livestreaming to continue?
Please consider volunteering to help with the Worship Tech Team. The folks who have
been helping you to worship from your home for 2 years could use some help or just an
occasional break. We’re not asking you to take over but just consider learning something
new, meeting some other PoP members and helping to keep this important ministry going.
We need to expand this important team so it can continue to provide this important worship option. Please contact Mike or Leslie Beck at Becks513@comcast.net.
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Family Ministry News

by Karen Wagner

First Instructed Communion Retreat for Third Graders

Third graders and their parents are invited to attend classes at Prince of Peace on February
4th and 5th to help prepare the youth for receiving communion. We will learn more about the
Sacrament of Holy Communion and prepare a personal chalice to use when receiving communion. There will be accommodations made because of the pandemic. The children will then receive communion at a 5:00 p.m. service
on February 5th. There will be a short
parent information meeting on Sunday,
January 16th at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. More information has been
mailed to third graders. If you have
questions or have an older elementary
student who would like to attend this
retreat, please contact Karen Wagner
at 847-885-7010.

“Blessing in the Chaos” by Jan Richardson
To all that is chaotic
in you,
let there come silence.
Let there be
a calming
of the clamoring,
a stilling
of the voices that
have laid their claim
on you,
that have made their
home in you,
that go with you
even to the
holy places
but will not
let you rest,
will not let you
hear your life
with wholeness
or feel the grace
that fashioned you.

Let what distracts you
cease.
Let what divides you
cease.
Let there come an end
to what diminishes
and demeans,
and let depart
all that keeps you
in its cage.
Let there be
an opening
into the quiet
that lies beneath
the chaos,
where you find
the peace
you did not think
possible
and see what shimmers
within the storm.
© Jan Richardson, from her book
The Cure for Sorrow (p. 79-81)
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Deaf Ministry Expands on Fifth Year Anniversary at Prince of Peace
by Nathan Zastoupil
As we begin 2022, it is hard to believe that it has been five years since Deaf Ministry started at Prince of Peace.
This five-year anniversary is leading us to bigger things and new beginnings for our Deaf Ministry.
Growing up as a deaf child with no available resources at church, I had always envisioned having a sign language interpreter at a church service that I would attend regularly. It was a dream come true for me to have
interpreted worship services made available for the deaf two Sundays a month at Prince of Peace.
Another dream now coming true at Prince of Peace in this new year is having a sign language interpreter at worship services every single Sunday. Prince of Peace is such a welcoming congregation for anyone to attend, it is truly important to show the community that
the church is accessible for the deaf to participate in worship services and receive the good
news.
A rotating sign language interpreting schedule has been established for this year with interpreters Patti Oberbeck and Alta Johnson. They have many wonderful years of experience
interpreting at churches and annual assemblies throughout the Metropolitan Chicago
Synod, ELCA.
I am very thankful and appreciative of the amazing strong and continuing support that Pastor Erin and our congregation have provided to Deaf Ministry and for making the interpreters feel welcomed at Prince of Peace.

Stay tuned for information regarding fundraiser events to support the Deaf Ministry. Financial donations to the
Deaf Ministry are always welcome and can also be made electronically through our E-giving system. All donations and fundraiser monies will help Deaf Ministry and Prince of Peace with the interpreting expenses.

Celebrating Black History Month
February is Black History month. It was first observed by students at Kent State University in
1970. It was later endorsed by President Gerald Ford in 1976, during the US Bi-Centennial, as a
time to learn more about the history of Black Americans and honor their accomplishments. In
2019, the ELCA adopted an Anti-Racism pledge, (https://www.elca.org/racialjusticepledge).
February continues to be a time of celebration and reflection of Black History. This year consider
reading through the ELCA’s Anti-Racism Pledge and listening to some of the stories (https://
www.livinglutheran.org/tag/racial-justice-and-covid-19/) available on the ELCA website. This is
also a great time to support black-owned businesses, read stories by black authors, and share
the accomplishments of Black Americans with our children and grandchildren. There are a variety
of ways to participate that can educate us and honor often-neglected accomplishments of Black
Americans.
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Early Childhood Programs at Prince of Peace

By Lisa Isaacs

Greetings from the preschool and kindergarten. It is hard to believe that we
are still in the throes of COVID 19, but we are, and I am happy to report that
our preschool families are amazing! The teachers are just as amazing! We have had to quarantine classes and teach Zoom to our very young friends and though it is not optimal, everyone involved has been supportive and understanding. How blessed we are to have the community that
we do here at Prince of Peace.
Presently we are learning about snow and the winter season, friendships and getting ready for
Valentine’s Day, as well as Lent. We are also learning/reinforcing numbers, letters, and all the
basics. The children in early childhood also learn about sharing, caring and cooperation. It is so
fun to see these little ones grow and learn.
COVID 19 certainly continues to throw us all those proverbial curveballs, but with the ongoing
support of the Prince of Peace community, we continue to work through it. For that I am personally so appreciative of the preschool board, the congregational council, Pastor Erin, the congregation, the church and preschool staff. Blessings indeed!
Registration for 2022-2023
Registration for the upcoming school is well underway and we feel the excitement as our program continues to take in registrations each week. We have many different options for preschool, kindergarten, and Extended Day Enrichment, including Tuesday/Thursday offerings.
Come for a visit or call to learn more about our outstanding early childhood program at Prince of
Peace! (847) 885-7036. Registered church members receive a 10% discount for preschool.
Spring Fundraiser
We are actively planning our spring fundraiser for April 2, 2022. We are accepting donations for
our basket raffle. If you have a small business and would like to donate, please contact us at the
preschool email preschool@princofpeace.net or by phone 847-885-7036. As always, we appreciate any and all support!

Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday
February 13th

Prince of Peace will participate in the annual Souper
Bowl of Caring Campaign on Sunday, February 13th.
As millions watch the Super Bowl game, churches and
organizations mobilize to collect food and money for
hunger relief in their community. More details will
follow on items needed by local food pantries so that
members and children can bring
food and dollars on that Sunday. Just imagine if everyone
watching the football game donated one dollar or one can of
soup to a local charity? We can
make a difference!

Trivia Night Fundraiser
Cancelled
The Trivia Night and Dinner fundraiser for the
Youth Gathering planned for March 12 has
been cancelled. Due to COVID, having a dinner and social night is not viable. Another
Youth Gathering is just around the corner in 2
years, so hopefully we will be able to have a
Trivia Night for that gathering. Thank you so
much for your support in the past. We will still
be sending a small group to the ELCA Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis in July.
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Stephen Ministry

With ALL Your Heart
By Janet Ichida

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength. Deuteronomy 6:5
When one thinks of the month of February, there are multiple events that pop into your mind.
This year, the Super Bowl and Winter Olympics make it easier to stay home during these days
of Omicron. These sporting extravaganzas unfortunately come along with frigid temperatures
and blustery winds. The biggie occasion though is Valentine’s Day at the head of the list! Love
is in the air! Cupid flies around town, or might be is blown around town, shooting people with
arrows of adoration. Who needs Lincoln or Washington?

February is definitely heart month. When I was a little girl, I dreamed of getting a heartshaped box of chocolates. That was the height of true love. Now that I have aged a wee
bit, Bob needs to add a heart-shaped pizza to the order. Jewelers advertise the perfect
heart shaped pendant complete with diamonds to dazzle the eye (and the charge card
too). In the preschool, red and pink construction paper is cut in the shape of a heart,
perhaps with a doily or two, to make Valentines for Mom or the cute girl by the Legos. I love
those simple valentines with corny phrases that bring joy to all the youngsters and most of all me! Look on Amazon (my best friend) to find heart-shaped glasses and cookies and pillows
and plates and anything else that will sell to the lovelorn. If you close your eyes, you can hear
birds chirping and picture that famed scene with two dogs sharing a piece of spaghetti. Ahhh,
love fills my heart with joy.
The heart provides characteristics that impact our view of an individual. Somebody could be
hard hearted or tender hearted. Others wear their hearts on their sleeves. You can describe
my grandsons as sweethearts who are good hearted. (You did know I was a grandma, didn’t
you?)
Unfortunately, others have more dramatic visions when the word heart is spoken. You might
be broken hearted about the ending of a relationship either by choice or death. My husband
Bob needed an emergency open heart surgery for eight blockages. I lived in that hospital and
spent many hours in the chapel. Visions of those weeks still haunt me. Heart attacks and
strokes attack our nation on a daily basis. Using data from September, 2021, in the United
States, someone has a heart attack every 40 seconds. One person dies every 36 seconds in
our nation from cardiovascular disease. I saw on tonight’s news that a Maryland man was the
first recipient of a heart from a genetically altered pig. Life is altered for all of the cases in this
paragraph, yet it is just as transforming for the spouses and children of these patients. Life is
suddenly divided by the date of these incidents, such as before or after the heart attack.
Are you broken-hearted? Pray about getting a Stephen Minister. This service has long been
part of POP history. It’s a free and confidential ministry that matches you up with someone
from our congregation to meet weekly to discuss anything that is hurting your heart. Right now,
that can be in-person, by telephone or Facetime. We just aim to have you feel the love of Jesus in your heart. Call a leader for additional information and order a Lou Malnati’s heart pizza
for me!
Linda Heisel
Janet Ichida
Pam Johnson
Mary Simonis
(312) 209-2869
(630) 307-8336
(847) 382-7521
(847) 571-2541
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Updates on Mission Partner Viator House of Hospitality (VHH)

By Chris Chason

Since opening in January 2017, VHH has welcomed boys who are seeking asylum in the U.S.
on their 18th birthdays, when they can no longer
be detained as minors. Instead of being housed
in adult detention centers, they have become
part of the VHH family. Over the last 5 years, a
total of 84 boys from 21 countries and 4 faith
traditions have been given refuge at VHH, which
offers hope, healing, opportunity, and safety.
Three young men from 3 African nations became friends, won their asylum cases, and are now
roommates in an apartment. This was possible because at VHH, they had learned the skills
necessary to live safely and successfully outside of VHH. Their case managers and the Second-Stage Housing Program helped them by pairing them with mentors; helping them set up
utility service; finding furniture; and giving them financial support (moving costs, security deposits, etc.). Volunteers helped find and set up the apartment and assisted them with budget planning.
Located in the northwest suburbs, VHH has a small staff supplemented by volunteers who
mentor and tutor the boys, assist at the house, and help transport the boys to school, work, or
houses of worship. The residents and staff are very grateful for the support of many local faith
communities, including Prince of Peace.
How can you help?
• -- Learn more about how VHH ministers to these young men by reading articles on their
website and listening to the podcast series called Life at Viator House. https://
viatorhouseofhospitality.com
• -- Learn how the current immigration and asylum process works, and how it can be improved. A resource for information about child immigration issues is the Young Center in
Chicago https://www.theyoungcenter.org/
• -- Tell others about VHH so that more safe homes for asylum seekers can be established as
an alternative to detention centers and jails.
• -- Become a part of this international “village”: volunteer to be a mentor, tutor, driver, or
house assistant. Contact Volunteer Coordinator Beth Linnen at blinnen@viatorhouse.org.
Volunteers are also needed to help with marketing, fundraising, community outreach, etc.
Note that new COVID variants may affect the ability of volunteers to be on-site and inperson; all of the residents have been vaccinated.
• -- Pray for these young men who had to flee their home countries, and for all people seeking
asylum.
• -- Watch for future announcements about opportunities to participate in this ministry.
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Prince of Peace Book Club - February 25th

by Kathy Tweeten

Prince of Peace Book Club will meet February 25th at 10 AM in the church
conference room across from the office.
The novel is a page turner. It’s a thrilling mystery which will keep you on the
edge of your seat to the end. The story opens on a creepy island off the coast
of Ireland with a wedding celebration in process.
The champagne has begun flowing. And then a body is found. Who didn’t
wish the happy couple well? And perhaps more important, why?
If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Tweeten
at kat8@aol.com or 847-971-0192. Masks are still necessary.

Schaumburg Township Food Pantry Items Needed
February 2022

By Sue Patt

Brrr, it’s cold and there are people in our community who need some
warm and filling food to fill their stomachs and hearts. Please don’t forget
our neighbors who are in need of our help.

Winter Warm Up
small cans of soup (all varieties)
large cans of soup such as Progresso, Campbell’s Chunky
crackers
canned, packaged stews
canned, packages chili
canned pasta meals
pasta noodles (all varieties)
pasta sauce
coffee, tea, cocoa
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Additional Needed Items
canned chicken, tuna fish, Spam, ham
pancake mix and syrup
canned or dry beans (all varieties)
canned peaches, pineapple, apricots, plums,
mandarin oranges
canned carrots, beets, asparagus, zucchini,
spinach, peas
tomato sauce, diced tomatoes, tomato paste
rice
Pasta Roni
salad dressing, mayonnaise, any condiments
toilet paper, paper towels, tissue
any fresh produce

2nd Saturday Date Night
Valentine’s Day - February 12th @ 6:30pm
At the Brossards Home
It was so disappointing to have to cancel the January Game Night Date
Night! Hopefully, that precautionary decision will allow for a return to
the Valentine’s Day Date Night. Historically, the February Date Night has been the
best attended event of the year!! We had many fun years gathering at Steve and Sherye’s. This year’s event will be the beginning of a new era and will be hosted by Rick
and Madelynn Brossard, at their home. Thank you so much!!! Please let Madelynn
know that you will be able to attend. Based on attendance numbers the menu and
activities will be determined. Text Madelynn at 224-629-3207.

PADS Update - February 2022
Prince of Peace continues to support the homeless in our community with ongoing food collections
for those being housed in area hotels. Many churches and restaurants are also partnering to provide dinners to the guests. Journeys will update us monthly as to status of this
program which depends on private and government funding. Sign ups for food
donations have been included in the weekly Wednesday emails sent out to the
congregation.
Journeys also has an Amazon Wish List for anyone who wants to donate items
such as hand and toe warmers, winter gloves and sweatpants. Details can be
found on their website: Journeystheroadhome.org.

Adult Learning Opportunities

(Meeting locations may change)
Passages meets at 6:30 pm on the 1st & 3rd Thursday evenings of the month in the NEW CLC contact Karen Wagner at wagner@princeofpeace.net for questions.
Touchstone resumes on January 11th at 7pm at church. Meetings will be on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays each month. Contact Cherie Bachman cbutterflie40@hotmail.com or 623-776-5969.
Men’s Bible Study meets through Zoom—contact Tom Pfeifer at jets820@comcast.net for meeting codes.
Rebekah Circle - meets through Zoom, the 3rd Wednesday of the month at
1:00PM. Please contact Elaine Scholtes or Pam Johnson for meeting information.
Please contact the church office at 847/885-7010 for more information.

Prince of Peace Mission Statement

Love God – Follow Jesus – Invite All
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A Reconciling Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Upcoming Events
January 23 – Reconciling in Christ Sunday
February 4 & 5 - First Communion Weekend
March 2 - Ash Wednesday
April 17 - Easter Sunday

Worship Schedule:

Sundays, 9:45am
Also available via Livestream on Facebook
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church of Schaumburg

Prince of Peace Staff – Here to Serve!
Pastor
Director of Discipleship
Director of Music
Organist
Preschool & Kindergarten Director
Church Secretary
Tidings Editor

Erin Clausen (she/her)
Karen Wagner
Scott Uddenberg
Collin Crowl
Lisa Isaacs
Sonia DeLuca
Leslie Beck

Prince of Peace Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
Phone: 847/885-7010 FAX: 847/885-0211 Preschool Phone: 847/885-7036
Email: church@princeofpeace.net Web Page: www.princeofpeace.net
Editorial Note: The March 2022 Tidings deadline is
Monday, February 14, 2022 at 9AM.
We welcome submissions by email (Tidings@princeofpeace.net), faxed, typed or
legibly handwritten.
If you would like to receive your monthly Tidings Newsletter via email, please
submit your email address to the church office, 847-885-7010 or
church@princeofpeace.net.

