Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

March 2022

Love God - Follow Jesus - Invite All

Lent 2022
February 27 - Transfiguration Sunday
Burning of the Palms – immediately following 9:45 worship
Join this 10-minute litany and palm burning in the courtyard following worship. During this service,
last year’s palms are burned to make this year’s ashes.
March 2 - Ash Wednesday
Drive-thru Imposition of Ashes - Noon-1pm
Pastor Erin will come to your car to administer ashes at the front of the church. Drive up to
the east entrance. Signs will be posted.
Traditional Ash Wednesday Service - 7:30pm
This traditional service will be held in person and livestreamed. Includes Imposition of Ashes
and Holy Communion.

Midweek Lenten Schedule - March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6
Wednesday Lenten Study – each week, 7-7:40pm
Dialogues on Race study, led by Pastor Erin. Meet in person in the Fellowship Hall and online via
Zoom.
Wednesday Lenten Worship – each week, 7:40-8pm
Holden Evening Prayer service, offered in person in the Worship Center and livestreamed on Facebook. Also available to view on YouTube after the service.
April 10 - Palm Sunday
Weather permitting, meet outside at 9:45am to process with palms into the worship center.

April 14 - Maundy Thursday @ 7:30pm
The traditional Maundy Thursday service, in person and livestreamed.
April 15 - Good Friday @ 7:30pm
The traditional Good Friday service, in person and livestreamed.
April 16 - Easter Vigil @ 7:30pm
The traditional Easter Vigil service, in person and livestreamed.
April 17 - Easter Celebration Worship @ 9:45am
A service of celebration! Worship in person and livestreamed.

Pastor’s Perspective
by Pastor Erin Clausen (she/her)
Recently, I hosted a Christmas party for a few very close friends. Throughout the afternoon, I offered drinks
and snacks. One of my friends, a transgender woman, repeatedly declined. After one such interaction, her sister
looked at her pointedly and remarked, “You know that the bathrooms here are all-gender, right?”
This seemed like a ridiculous – both obvious and accurate – statement to me. What I quickly learned, though,
is that this “bathroom problem” is a common anxiety for transgender folks. For many people, the anxiety about
choosing a men’s/women’s restroom and the potential risks either way prevents them from fully participating
in life outside of their own homes. Choosing a gendered bathroom poses both psychological and physical risks
for people who don’t identify or present clearly as a ‘man’ or ‘woman.’
Gender presentation means how we look on the outside. Sometimes our gender presentation matches our identity and sometimes it doesn’t. For example, I both look like a woman and identify as a woman, so using a
“women’s” bathroom has always made sense to me. Also, no one ever looks at me funny, gets offended, or
threatens me when they see me use a women’s room. However, if I identify as a woman but look to the rest of
the world like a man, and so use a women’s room, my experience would likely be quite different.
This interaction with my friends quickly taught me something that I’d never before had to consider. Just as offering food, drink, and warmth is a part of hospitality, so too offering a safe bathroom is necessary for hospitality. As a congregation, we strive to offer a safe, nurturing, hospitable community for all of God’s children to
explore and grow in faith. It has been our stated commitment for more than 25 years to offer this safe space
specifically for folks in the LGBTQIA+ community. Now we know that having safe, accessible restrooms
helps us to keep this commitment.
As it turns out, Prince of Peace has long had single-person, all-gender restrooms in the Great Room. These restrooms have been used by our PADS guests for years. However, the Congregation Council decided that those
restrooms are too far out of the way to offer real hospitality to our congregation and community. Therefore, at
this month’s council meeting, the Congregation Council voted to change the signage on the “men’s” restroom
across from the kitchen near the worship center. This bathroom is designed as a single-person room, with a
door lock on the inside of the door, which also has an accessible door control. The bathroom has a toilet, a urinal, and a baby changing station. By changing the signage to read ‘all gender restroom,’ we will extend hospitality and share the welcome of all of God’s children to our space.
For now, the only thing you will notice changing is the signage, although we are also looking into changing the
door lock to one that will read ‘occupied’ when locked. The women’s room near the kitchen, as well as the
men’s and women's rooms near the offices, will remain unchanged. If you prefer not to use an all-gender restroom, those are still available. Our hope is that making this simple change will help this room feel like using
a restroom in someone’s home – where all genders are welcome – and that no one will feel anxious about fully
participating in the life of our congregation.
Learning new things – and especially doing new things – can be challenging and tricky. Stories like mine can
also bring up questions, concerns, or even guilt about not knowing something or unintentionally hurting people. If you are a person who has been hurt by my lack of understanding, please know that I am sorry and I seek
to do better. The Congregation Council also is sorry, and we together seek to do better. If you are a person who
has questions or concerns or want to share your own story, please reach out to me. We’re on this journey together and – God willing – we will Love God, Follow Jesus, and Invite All with hospitality, openness, willingness to learn, and grace when we fail. This way, we will continue to grow as a safe, nurturing, hospitable community where all of God’s children can grow in faith.
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Lenten Study
By Pastor Erin Clausen (she/her)
The seasons of the church year invite us into different kinds of reflection about faith, life, and how God shows
up different ways in different seasons of our lives. Typically, the season of Lent (the 6 weeks that begin with
Ash Wednesday and end with the Easter Vigil) invites us to consider what it means to follow Jesus in the
challenging, tricky times of our lives – what we often refer to as ‘desert times.’ We get this designation from
the Bible story we hear on the first Sunday of Lent, where Jesus is driven into the desert and tempted by the
devil.
This year, as we enter the Lenten season, many of us feel the heaviness of the life into which pandemic has
thrust us. Still unsure of whether we’re “over the hump” or just awaiting the next variant surge, still managing
the anxiety of every “normal” activity being potentially hazardous to our health, carving out space for a spiritual discipline may just be too much. At the same time, we may also discover that Lent invites us into reflection about this time in our faith and life, to discover how God shows up now.
This is precisely the reflection that we will lift up on Sundays during Lent. Exploring the spiritual practice of
lament, we may discover God’s presence in the midst of sadness, grief, and even despair. We may also discover that engaging in honest lament also moves us toward the spiritual practice of joy – basking in God’s
healing and transformative love.
Our Lenten Wednesday evenings will combine a little that is familiar and a little that is different. Bible studies each Wednesday night from 7-7:40pm will be hybrid. You may choose to attend either in person or via
Zoom. These studies come from the Augsburg Fortress resources “Dialogues on Race.” Following Bible
study, we will offer the traditional Holden Evening Prayer service, again either in person or livestreamed on
Facebook at 7:40pm. You will also be able to find the Holden service on our YouTube channel later that
evening. Copies of the book are available by contacting Karen Wagner at wagner@princeofpeace.net.

The approaching Lenten seasons invites us again to notice, reflect, and share our understanding of faith and
life. It invites us again to notice, reflect, and share how God continues showing up – even in challenging
times. In the coming weeks, let’s discover what God is up to together.
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Women who taught me to Boldly Live My Faith
By Cyndi Hayward
Executive Director
When my mom was diagnosed with cancer for a second time in 2021 we were unsure of the
prognosis. Nine months later after chemotherapy and major surgery we are thrilled to hear she
is cancer free. However, she lost about 30% of her body weight and has struggled to gain her
energy and strength back. The situation has been compounded by the fact that she lives alone.
My brother, who lives close-by, called me in early January with a concern that she may not recover this time. He said he wasn’t sure there was anything we could do, but my mom isn’t ready
to quit. I felt very strongly that regardless of how the situation turned out my mom should not go
through the journey alone.
As 1 Timothy 1:7-8 reminds us “God fills us with the Holy Spirit, who is bold and courageous.”
I’ve been traveling back and forth between Schaumburg and Columbus, Ohio for the past few
weeks to spend weekdays with my mom to cook her meals, remind her to eat more snacks, and
in her words “generally be a pest”. My mom has since gained seven pounds and recently had
enough energy to meet a friend for lunch. We still aren’t sure how this journey will end. She’s
very grateful for the help and feeling a little guilty about needing so much of it. I reminded her
that I saw her make room in her life to support my grandmother through an illness thirty-five
years ago and my grandmother told stories of temporarily moving from Michigan to Chicago sixty-five years ago when my great-grandmother became ill.
March is Women’s History month and the fourth Sunday in February has been designated by
the Women of the ELCA as Bold Women’s Day. These are occasions to celebrate stories of famous women whose bold actions have made history. It is also an opportunity to celebrate the
bold women who have made history in our own families.
As the Women of the ELCA point out, living boldly in our faith can come in many forms. Some
women are bold in their unceasing prayers. Other women are bold in their service to those in
need. Still other women are bold in their advocacy showing up for others.
We can boldly live out our faith in the workplace, family home, or community. Our faith compels
us to make a difference in the lives of others. It’s our faith that gives us great freedom to be risk
takers because our ability to act boldly is rooted in God’s grace and the knowledge that we are
not on the journey alone.
We have many stories of women who are boldly living their faith at Prince of Peace. We would
welcome the chance to hear yours. If you would like to share a story of a woman you admire for
boldly living her faith please share using this form.
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Early Childhood Programs at Prince of Peace

By Lisa Isaacs

Greetings from the preschool and kindergarten. As we continue to navigate through this pandemic, we have learned a lot about resiliency and patience! Masks, quarantines and handwashing have become routine and sometimes tiring, but we are blessed to have our faith to help guide
us and trust that we will persevere and come out of these times stronger.
The children, staff and I are eager to have spring just around the corner. We have a saying in
preschool; “March comes in like a Lion and goes out like a Lamb”.….well, not always! However
we can always count on spring to show up sometime in April, and occasionally May! The children are learning about many things weather, seasons, senses and the beauty of the world
around them. We are learning about the Easter season and how Jesus sacrificed for all of us. It
is so fun to watch the little ones learn and grow in all aspects of life.
Registration for 2022-2023
Registration for the upcoming school is well underway and we feel the excitement as our program continues to take in registrations each week. For this upcoming school year, we are back
to offering our normal schedule of classes, including kindergarten. We will have many different
options for preschool, kindergarten and Extended Day Enrichment, including Tuesday/Thursday
offerings. Come for a visit or call to learn more about our outstanding early childhood program at
Prince of Peace! (847) 885-7036. Registered church members receive a 10% discount for preschool.
Spring Fundraiser
This year our spring basket fundraiser will be COVID 19 style, meaning please watch for details
to come, as things continue to change! We are planning to have the fundraiser on Saturday,
April 9th and it will be a spring themed event. We will have baskets available for viewing the
week of April 2nd, kicking off the week with the baskets in the Fellowship Hall before and after
service, on Sunday. As always with COVID, change is possible.
February Preschool Service Project
During the month of February the preschool children and families donated food items to as part
of the Souper Bowl of Caring collection. This is in conjunction with the church collection.

Discipleship
Mission Trip News
Watch the Tidings for more information as summer approaches. We are
hoping to plan several days of service opportunities over the summer. We
hope you will be able to serve in the communities in which we live. Stay
tuned.
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Family Ministry News

by Karen Wagner

Lenten Activities for Families

In early March, families with children sixth grade and younger will receive a mailing with activities for Lent and Easter. There will be age-appropriate crafts and activities for children
and their parents. If you do not receive a packet and would like one sent to you, please contact Karen Wagner at wagner@princeofpeace.net.

Vacation Bible School Dates Announced
This year’s Vacation Bible School will
be held from July 18 to 22. Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness
is this year’s theme. We are hoping
to have Vacation Bible School in person this year from 9 am to noon, but
we will have to see what the pandemic is like at that time. This program is
designed for children who were 3
years old by last September through
those children currently in fourth
grade.

Music Notes...

by Scott Uddenberg

One of Prince of Peace's most treasured traditions has been the sharing in of Marty Haugen's Setting of
Holden Evening Prayer at our Wednesday evening Lenten experiences. I thought I'd take this month to
share a little history of the Holden Evening Prayer and where it originated, Holden Village. Holden Village
can be found in the Cascade Mountains of Washington state. It's located in a former copper mining town.
Holden is a Lutheran center for the renewal of faith and life. The village can hold anywhere from 35 -350
people, depending on the time of year. All gather for worship in the evenings. Haugen's Holden Evening
Prayer was written in the winter of 1985-86 while Haugen was at the village with his family. He feels this
service was the most collaborative project he ever wrote due to the interaction with the villagers and their
feedback on the melodies and text during the winter of its creation. It went through many revisions and
was first available under the title Vespers '86 at the Holden Village bookstore. The text of the service is
from the Lutheran Evening Vespers service found in our current hymnal ELW. It is designed as a standalone complete service, so little or no hymnody or additional texts are added. This service has brought
healing, faith, and comfort to countless people around the globe since 1986 and is woven into the tapestry
of celebrating the Lenten season at Prince of Peace. Join us Wednesday evenings at 7:40pm in person or
online beginning March 9th to renew this tradition. Those playing the service will rehearse at 7:00pm.
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Stephen Ministry

No Green Thumb Here
By Janet Ichida

In the morning it springs up new, but by evening it is dry and withered. Psalm 90:6

We have a small table in our kitchen against our window seat. It has always
been a grand place for plants to capture rays of sunshine from southern exposure. Since it’s in the center of my home, My few plants there have shown years
of patience from living in a home with me. In the last few days, I have noticed my
poinsettia looking more than dry and withered. The bottom half of the plant no
longer has leaves while the top half has wrinkled leaves that are past drooping. I
knew it was past time to forfeit any hope. I would toss it away on the next garbage pick-up day. As I went to bid it adieu, I noticed that there were many red leaves beginning to sprout atop each grouping of leaves. I couldn’t exile it from my home when new growth
was pleading for another chance.
Next to the poinsettia is an ancient orchid plant that has usually done well on that table. Despite the sunshine, plants need water to continue to live. Even in that highly visible spot, watering often takes a back seat to things I need to do. The plant almost lays horizontal, its roots
clinging to the dirt. I reached to throw that plant out but saw the stalk that once had beautiful
flowers now had nine buds. My plants were striving to live despite my lack of attention. I
couldn’t toss a plant with such hope for the future. This orchid wasn’t dead!
I had given up on these plants and had even been proud of my plans to straighten up that table. I had thought them old and ugly, but there was growth pushing to the surface. Their determination was like Bob and me. On the outside, we are old. We lack any hope of worth as we
trudge right by that table. Our “senior moments” make us forget much, including watering my
plants. We look almost ready to be thrown out too! We definitely are dry and withered. An observer could imagine us almost as worthless as those plants. Yet the next day, we also strive
to show glimpses of hope.
My grandsons are 14 and 12. They have reached those golden ages of being a teenager and
tweener. (You did know I was a grandmother, didn’t you?) At home, they occasionally show
signs of distress when my daughter wants to toss them out for friendlier versions. Then they
show instances of friendliness, no matter how brief that may be. They are 14 and 12 after all.
(As a grandmother, I question my daughter’s concern.)
Do you ever feel like you are unwanted, ignored or on your last leg? Do you feel dry and withered? Do you think others could toss you out of their lives? Are you lonely? Hurting? Feeling
useless? A Stephen Minister might just be the way to keep you visible and gorgeous. You can
still have growth in body or spirit. Call us up to find someone who can encourage you! Care for
you! Show you your value! All this is free and confidential. There is no need to worry about
COVID for meetings can be by telephone or Facetime. You can meet and still maintain social
distancing if that is the avenue the two of you decide. You can get that boost so vital in this lagging period of continuous virus. Call us up to find out more!
Linda Heisel
(312) 209-2869

Janet Ichida
(630) 307-8336

Pam Johnson
(847) 382-7521

Mary Simonis
(847) 571-2541
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Upcoming Deaf Ministry Fundraising Events
Save the Dates:
Wednesday May 11, 2022—5PM to 8PM
Wendy’s at 29 Golf Road, Hoffman Estates
30% of proceeds will benefit Deaf Ministry
Sunday May 29, 2022—6PM
Schaumburg Boomers Baseball Game
Information regarding Boomers tickets will be
available soon; Boomers will donate $5 per ticket
purchase to Deaf Ministry
Wednesday June 8, 2022—5PM to 8PM
Portillo’s at 611 E. Golf Road in Schaumburg
20% of proceeds will benefit Deaf Ministry

Wednesday August 10, 2022
Either 11AM to 10PM or 4PM to 9PM (depending
on location)
Lou Malnati’s (3 locations -- Schaumburg, South
Barrington Road, and Palatine)
20% of proceeds will benefit Deaf Ministry
Saturday August 27, 2022—6PM
Schaumburg Boomers Baseball Game
Information regarding Boomers tickets will be
available soon; Boomers will donate $5 per ticket
purchase to Deaf Ministry

More Events pending:
Village Tavern in July
Garibaldi’s in September
Buona Beef in October

Schaumburg Township Food Pantry Items Needed
March 2022
Please give from the heart.
We are completely out of the following items:
pancake mix and syrup
tomato sauce
diced tomatoes
tomato paste
pasta sauce
rice
chili
stew
canned beans and dry beans
soup (Progresso, Campbell’s Chunky)

By Sue Patt

broth, any flavor
canned peaches, pineapple, apricots
canned carrots, beets, spinach, peas & carrots, asparagus
canned meat and fish
Hamburger Helper, Pasta Roni, Rice A Roni
oatmeal
juice
salad dressing, mayonnaise, mustard

If it is more convenient, please consider donating directly to www.schaumburgtownship.org. Just
visit site and click on yellow donation button and check off Food Pantry for your monetary donation.
8

Prince of Peace Book Club - March 25th

by Kathy Tweeten

The Prince of Peace Book Club will meet on March 25, 2022, via Zoom at 10AM to discuss “Wish You Were Here” by Jodi Picoult.
Diana O’Toole is on track with her career, her love life, and trip to Galapagos with her
boyfriend, or so she thinks. But then a virus that felt worlds away has appeared in the city.
Since the boyfriend is a doctor, he is needed at the hospital to handle the virus. He encourages her to go, and her world falls apart when she does.
This is a relevant novel to our experiences today and for the last 2 years, a novel of
choices one can make and the reevaluation of life in this kind of situation.
I will send out a link to the meeting the week before. If you have questions, please contact Kathy Tweeten at 847-971-0192 or kat8@aol.com.

Thanks for the LOVE!
By Terri Lamberti
Board of Evangelism
Thanks to everyone who completed Valentine’s cards for the residents of Alden Poplar Creek. The many cards, artworks and Valentine’s messages were awesome!
Your kind and caring words will brighten the day for the residents and staff.

The Board of Evangelism (BOE) appreciates everything you have done to help with this project. We
hope to do more projects like this in the future; please let us know (email terrilamberti@att.net) if
there are any special causes you would like the BOE to include in a Day of Service.

Moments from Our Missionaries
Steve and Bethany Friberg
Tanzania
•
•

•

•
•
•

Our small health centers have been able to pay salaries throughout the 2 years of
pandemic and 5 months of drought conditions.
The bead project has not been producing beadwork for 2 years but some sales and reserves
have allowed the artisans to continue receiving a small monthly stipend for which they are very
grateful.
Our new young local pastor has brought positive change in a very short time to our congregation. Pastor Charles has taken initiative to do fund raisers in daughter congregations to provide
the evangelists with a personal motorcycle. This helps them in their church work but also gives
their family a financial boost by allowing them to use it as a shuttle to transport people and
loads.
Pray for 14-year-old Lomnyak with a heart valve problem.
Steve is off all prostate cancer treatments now and his doctors and we are very pleased!
This comes with our love and thanks for your faithful prayers and support.
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PADS Update - March 2022
Prince of Peace continues to support several families and over 90 PADS guests
who are still being housed in area hotels through March. In addition to collecting
food donations twice a month for healthy breakfast and lunch meals, the Board of
Serving Ministry utilized PADS funds to provide dinners in January. By partnering
with Riccardo’s restaurant in Schaumburg, our church donated 25 meals of salad, chicken Vesuvio, potatoes, and dessert for the homeless guests. Look for March food donation sign ups in upcoming church emails as we continue this ministry to feed hungry people in our community.

Souper Bowl of Caring
Uniting Communities to Tackle Hunger
Prince of Peace joined the nationwide collection to provide hunger relief in our community on Super Bowl Sunday, February 13th. Since 1990 the Souper Bowl of Caring campaign has raised over
170 million in money and food donations to support local food charities. This year there were several ways to
participate on Sunday February 13th and February 20th with food or dollar donations. Sunday school children
brought in healthy low sugar cereals, oatmeal packets and granola bars while the congregation brought in requested items like coffee, ketchup, and mustard. All food items as well as monetary donations were distributed
to Hanover Township Food pantry. We also collected money to sponsor 35 meals on February 25th for the
PADS guests which are currently being housed in area hotels. Riccardo‘s restaurant provided individual Italian
dinners for a cost of $12 per meal. Total collections from our church as well as the national campaign will be
noted in future Tidings. Thanks for helping our neighbors in need on Game Day!

Touching the Cross
By George J. Loechl
Copyright 2021
I’ve discovered a new routine of praying. It doesn’t replace my regular practice of reading a section of
the Bible, reading a booklet devotion specific to my nightly Bible reading, conversing with the Holy
Trinity in fervent exchange, and then fading into the immutable peace of God as I meditate on the
words of the Lord’s prayer ─ sometimes with a prayer partner.
Before the routine, or, perhaps, part of it, before I crawl wearily into bed, I cup my hand around the 7-inch-tall
cross on the wall opposite the end of my bed. Nothing else is on that wall, the shadowy bleakness emphasizing
the cross’s power. Standing on my tip toes, reaching up to God, I cup my right hand around the cross for several seconds, humbly absorbing the love, grace, peace, and mitigation of life’s fears. I ask for courage. I ask for
Christ to be with me always, even though He promised he would be with us always. It all feels good.
I do this in the morning upon arising, too. Sometimes ─ OK, most of the time ─ the flaming pain of my back’s
scoliosis needs a mini miracle to jumpstart the day. And, too, I look for the blessing of beneficence that I may
be kind to others, even if I know the day may be full of challenges in the absence of mom and dad and all the
others who are in paradise.
Touching the cross is the beginning of the journey, the first steps on my way to paradise.
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2nd Saturday Date Night
March 12th - TBD
Details to come via email.
If you’d like to be added to the mailing list for information about this fun group send an
email to WillkinsFamily@wideopenwest.com.

Prince of Peace member, Emin Trbonja,
has worked to set up a game night to be
held at the Schaumburg Library. The
event is aimed at Families and People
with disabilities. We are excited to share
community events our members are involved in.
The details of the Game Night event are
shown here:

Adult Learning Opportunities

(Meeting locations may change)
Passages meets at 6:30 pm on the 1st & 3rd Thursday evenings of the month. Contact Karen
Wagner at wagner@princeofpeace.net for questions.
Touchstone Meetings will be on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month. Contact Cherie
Bachman cbutterflie40@hotmail.com or 623-776-5969.
Men’s Bible Study meets through Zoom—contact Tom Pfeifer at jets820@comcast.net for
meeting codes.
Rebekah Circle - meets through Zoom, the 3rd Wednesday of the month at
1:00PM. Please contact Elaine Scholtes or Pam Johnson for meeting information.
Please contact the church office at 847/885-7010 for more information.

Prince of Peace Mission Statement

Love God – Follow Jesus – Invite All
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Upcoming Events
March 2 - Ash Wednesday
April 14 - Maundy Thursday
April 15 - Good Friday
April 16 - Easter Vigil
April 17 - Easter Sunday
July 18 - 22 - Vacation Bible School

Worship Schedule:

Sundays, 9:45am
Also available via Livestream on Facebook
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church of Schaumburg

Prince of Peace Staff – Here to Serve!
Pastor
Director of Discipleship
Director of Music
Organist
Preschool & Kindergarten Director
Church Secretary
Tidings Editor

Erin Clausen (she/her)
Karen Wagner (she/her)
Scott Uddenberg (he/him)
Collin Crowl (he/him)
Lisa Isaacs (she/her)
Sonia DeLuca (she/her)
Leslie Beck (she/her)

Prince of Peace Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
Phone: 847/885-7010 FAX: 847/885-0211 Preschool Phone: 847/885-7036
Email: church@princeofpeace.net Web Page: www.princeofpeace.net
Editorial Note: The April 2022 Tidings deadline is
Monday, March 14, 2022 at Noon.
We welcome submissions by email (Tidings@princeofpeace.net), faxed, typed or
legibly handwritten.
If you would like to receive your monthly Tidings Newsletter via email, please
submit your email address to the church office, 847-885-7010 or
church@princeofpeace.net.

