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Updates on Mission Partner Viator House of Hospitality (VHH)
and Advocacy for Refugees
by Chris Chason
Located in the northwest suburbs, VHH is a home for young men who escaped violence or death
threats in their country and are seeking asylum. As of July 5, there are 25 young men from 10 countries, including 5 from Afghanistan. Three of the 25 graduated from high school this year. Three of
the 25 are now attending an HVAC trade school. Several work in the garden where they are growing
produce to share with hungry families in the suburbs.

Father Corey wrote in his July 5th newsletter, “As we celebrate U.S. independence this week, let’s
remind friends and family that our nation also grows in goodness when it welcomes asylum seekers…” It included the reminder that a federal law to give Afghan refugees permanent residency still
needs advocates to encourage Congress to pass it.
VHH and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) are asking for advocates—to ask Congress to revise the U.S. immigration and refugee systems and the asylum process to make them
more humane and responsive to the needs of refugees. The U.S. has welcomed only about 11,000
refugees so far during this fiscal year, which ends in September--nowhere near the 125,000 that
were expected to be admitted. The refugee family we co-sponsored last year waited in a refugee
camp for many years.
Some of the actions you can take (by phone call, email, or mailed letter):
--ask your U.S. Representative and your Senators to increase funding for the U.S. Refugee Program, including funding for the nine U.S.-based refugee resettlement agencies (including LIRS)
to boost capacity for welcoming new refugees.
--ask your U.S. Representative and Senators to support the Refugee Protection Act, which was proposed in 2019 and needs to be acted on. Its purpose would be to provide for the admission and
protection of refugees, asylum seekers, and other vulnerable individuals, to provide for the processing of refugees and asylum seekers in the Western Hemisphere…and to modify certain special immigrant visa programs…. For more information, look up H.R.5210 - Refugee Protection
Act of 2019.
--ask President Biden and Secretary of Department of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas to
improve the asylum process, to make it humane and non-discriminatory. You can send a letter or
email, make a phone call, or send a message electronically via the LIRS website www.lirs.org/
advocate/ (scroll down and click on “Restore Humane Asylum Systems”)

Pastor’s Perspective

by Pastor Erin Clausen (she/her)

Can you believe that it has already been a year that I’ve been serving as your pastor? I remain grateful to all of
you, and to God, for the many ways that you have welcomed me, and we have been able to share ministry. In
this time, you have invested time and resources in me. You have entrusted me with your faith lives and those
of your children. You have invited me into your stories and hopes for the future. Together, we have learned
stories from the past and imagined stories for our future. This kind of investment takes time, trust, vulnerability, creativity, and imagination. Prayerfully, we will reap the benefits of this continued investment for many
years into the future.
At Prince of Peace, we do not only invest in each other. We also invest in the ministry that we share. In a few
months, our congregation will celebrate our 65th anniversary. In fact, we plan to celebrate for a whole year! We
will celebrate the stories that have made us who we are and imagine the stories that will make us who we will
be. This celebration need not deny that not every moment in our history leads toward celebration. Our history
also holds stories of pain and challenge. This congregation’s continued willingness to take time, trust, be vulnerable, and cultivate creativity and imagination has been a gift that has brought Prince of Peace through these
times and into a new future. This congregation knows what it means – and what it costs – to invest in creating
a community of God in this world. Today, we do this with joy.
As we celebrate these 65 years, an opportunity arises for us to continue building on this foundation for the next
65 years. Already, we have begun that work with the construction of the Christian Life Center. This community-center space embodies who we are in this community – a place of invitation and welcome. We invest in our
building as a place from which God’s message of love can seep into the world. We also invest in ministries as
places from which God’s message of love can seep into the world. We invest in Christian worship and education in our congregation. We invest in Christian service through organizational partners. We invest in growing
the kin-dom of God through evangelism and communication.
As we lean into the future, I invite you to invest – in each other, in Prince of Peace’s ministry and congregation, in our building and grounds, and in the community and world around us. I invite you to take the time to
step into a space of trust, vulnerability, creativity, and imagination. I invite you to consider in what we are investing, and how, and why. I invite you to imagine what more God might do, or how God might be calling us
to invest differently. Together with God’s guidance, we will celebrate where we have been and imagine our
future. We will trust that with God’s grace, we will reap the benefits of this investment as we work alongside
God to continue creating this community of God in the world.
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Update from the Executive Director

by Cyndi Hayward

Summer is the season of family events and recently our extended family has hosted multiple gatherings including celebrating the 100th birthday of a great aunt, the 80th birthday of a long-time family
friend and coming soon my mom’s 75th birthday and a surprise 60th birthday party for another aunt.
After a couple of years of zoom meetings, facetiming, and texting, it has been wonderful to share a
meal and reconnect with cousins and other relatives in person. However, we also know that family
connections can still happen between family parties and reunions. Technology allows us to stay in
touch whether we are at a lake house in the Midwest or the mountains of Arizona. We share photos,
funny stories, message each other instantly, and make recommendations with links to websites for
things we want to see when we’re together again.
Prince of Peace is going through similar evolutions with both in-person events and technology helping us re-build and maintain connections. The past two years have shown us church is wherever we
are gathered. That could be in-person at a Sunday service or participating in a day of serving with
one of our ministry partners. Church can also mean joining online for a planning meeting or reading
the same book and getting together in a hybrid online and in-person meeting to discuss it. To continue our rebuilding journey, we’ll be focusing on three foundational areas in the coming months.
The first is updating our building. We’re using the remaining Vision 2020 funds to replace and repair
older and damaged sections of the roof over the Christian Life Center as well as add some furniture
to create a fun space for our youth to gather. It’s exciting to see!
The second is updating the technology we use to manage our office tasks and communicate with
everyone. We’ll share more over the next few months as we begin introducing a new tool called
Realm. It provides better and more cost-effective ways for us to manage administration of our
church office tasks as well as more flexibility for communicating with everyone. Ultimately it will
mean our volunteers and staff will have better ways to stay in touch with all of us and for all of us to
stay in touch with Prince of Peace wherever we are. There’s more information about Realm in a separate article with links to videos as well.
The third area is updating our constitution and by-laws. These are our foundational documents and
state our core beliefs. They lay out how we live our mission to Love God, Follow Jesus, and Invite
all. Some of the changes will align us with new wording required by the ELCA. Other changes will
need more discussion as we make sure these documents are keeping pace with our needs and including the diverse voices at Prince of Peace.
As the world continues to evolve around us, we are blessed to be able to build on a strong 64-year
foundation in ways that connect our past with our future.

READ to LEARN Needs Volunteers
The READ to LEARN Adult Literacy Program welcomes new volunteers each year. Volunteers work one
on one with an adult student. The Prince of Peace site will be on Tuesdays from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. from
September 6th to November 15th. Tutor training will be Friday, August 19th through Forest View Educational
Center.
If you have questions, please contact Pam Johnson at 847 846-4430.
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Music Notes...

by Scott Uddenberg

Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
Matthew 24:42,44
The above scripture can be interpreted in several ways. Often it is seen as a warning. I can understand
that. It can be seen as being prepared for the return of Christ. I can see that too. In light of the many difficult things that life has presented to us all lately, I'm choosing to view this with some light. We can be
shocked by an event in this life. However, as Easter people who trust in the promise of the resurrection,
we believe that we will indeed have that day when we will meet our Lord. We just do not know when that
will be. Until that day, be prepared. Live by Christ's teachings. Serve the Lord and God's ways in every
way we know how. Study the word, receive the sacrament, be in communion with fellow believers. This
is how we keep awake and stay ready for that unknown day when we are called home. We will study this
scripture the first Sunday in August in worship. Prepare your hearts to receive it as a comforting reminder
of a promise. We must do all we can to share the truth behind this promise so that all may be comforted
and healed by its power. Keep ready. Be prepared. Study the word. Share in it with your fellow believers.
Spread the Good News!
We have the return of a special guest musician to worship on July 31st. Lauren McCombe will be back
and once again playing her harp for us in worship. You will not want to miss seeing this lovely person
sharing her wonderful talent in person.
We have many talented musicians in our congregation, and a few of them will be sharing their talents this
the month. Tom Mueller, Terri Lamberti, Cheryl Kruger, Lauren Heisel, Donald Anderson, and Dave Ciaglo are just a few musicians that will be sharing their talents in worship this month. Come any Sunday in
August and find out what you will hear that week! If you are not on this list but would like to be, let me
know you would like to share your musical talent in service of God.
Adult Choir season will begin soon. We will begin with the return of our Choir retreat where we look at
the new music. The retreat is Saturday, August 27th in the worship center from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
A potluck lunch will be served. New members are welcome, along with returning members!
Contact me if you have any questions.
Handbells will resume in September; further details will follow.
Crossroads will continue to play each month.
Get involved with the fall ministries at Prince of Peace!

Children and Family Ministry News

by Karen Wagner

Sunday School News
Registration is now open for Sunday School! Classes begin September 11. To register, go to
www.popstudentministries.net and click on Children’s Ministry. There is no charge for Sunday
School at Prince of Peace. We look forward to meeting in person at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings throughout the program year. Please contact Karen Wagner, wagner@princeofpeace.net
if you have any questions.
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Early Childhood Programs
at Prince of Peace

By Michelle Heberling

Greetings from the preschool! My name is Michelle
Heberling. I am so excited and grateful for the opportunity to join the preschool as the new director. This
preschool has been dear to me for many years as a
parent, teacher and now director. I have three children
(21, 18, &15) who attended and really loved their time
at the preschool. I have been serving as a children’s
pastor for the past 10 years and look forward to this
next journey that God has led me to. I look forward to
welcoming our sweet kiddos and families very soon as well as working alongside our amazing
staff. I hope to meet you soon! Many blessings to each of you!

Registration for 2022-2023

Registration for the upcoming school is underway and we look forward to the excitement of starting the school year. We have many different options for preschool and would love to have your
child join us. Please visit our website for offerings at www.princeofpeace.net, go to the Preschool/
Kindergarten tab. You can also come for a visit or call to learn more about our outstanding early
childhood program at Prince of Peace - (847) 885-7036 or preschool@princeofpeace.net. Registered church members receive a 10% discount for preschool.

School Supplies Collection for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois
For many years, Prince of Peace has helped LSSI’s 500+ children in foster care prepare for the
school year. They depend on the generosity of congregations in Illinois to provide backpacks and
school supplies. The Chicago schools will start August 22, and our donations will be picked up the
week of August 8, to allow enough time to distribute them to the children.
Our collection this year will be from July 20 to August 7 and includes:
* backpacks, especially the large, sturdy ones
* gift cards to Target or Walmart so that the older
kids can purchase what their school and grade
level require-- $10.00 to $20.00
colored pencils
crayons
pens—black, blue, red

pencils
pencil sharpeners
children’s markers---washable colors, not permanent markers
erasers—large, usually pink
pocket folders
glue sticks
*Starred items are the most needed

All donations must be new and unused. They can be dropped off in the bin marked “LSSI School
Supplies” in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings, or in the church office during office hours.
The collection will start July 20 and end August 7.
Contact Chris Chason at 847-882-0982 with any questions.
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Stephen Ministry

We’re Kind of Noticeable
By Janet Ichida

“Brothers and fathers, listen to me!” Stephen replied. Acts 7:2a
I’m currently wearing a big, old, white neck brace. It was my turn to go to the ER where I was
diagnosed with wonderful neck spasms. I’m now taking muscle relaxants and pain pills too. I
send out a flashing, neon LED light show saying, “Notice this crazy grandma!” (You did know I
was a grandma, didn’t you?”) Now picture Bob beside me with his walker. We make quite the
loving scene as we are chased by circumspect lawyers hoping we were in a major auto accident. We make quite the scene. I should include a video to add a few giggles. We are charming together.
It is obvious to even the casual observer that there is something is going on with Bob and me.
As you keep on looking and listening, you will find the list of our difficulties quickly growing. We
have more medical supplies than Mark Drugs. (Unbelievably, this is the first time that either
one of us has required a neck brace!!) People have begun to hold doors open, step to the side,
and speak very loudly to us. I smile, nod, and keep on moving.
People you see could have much deeper challenges. Casual observers won’t know if you are
going through cancer or a divorce. Unemployment or death of a loved one is not obvious. People don’t realize you have a family member in the military during this dangerous time or a loved
one behind bars. One can’t tell if you have a loved one in Ukraine. People notice things aren’t
the norm with Bob and me, but they can’t decipher so many more severe issues.
Stephen Ministry is beneficial for all sorts of ailments of the heart: visible or not. It’s nice to
have someone care, and we do so much more than that. We can meet you by phone, virtually
or in person. Our hybrid model can work for you. All Stephen Ministers have 50 hours of training plus monthly continuing education. Confidentiality is absolutely guaranteed. We can’t solve
your problem, but we can help ease the burden by listening. If you are interested in learning
more, contact one of the people listed below. Let us care for you!
Linda Heisel
(312) 209-2869

Janet Ichida
(630) 307-8336

Pam Johnson
(847) 382-7521

Mary Simonis
(847) 571-2541

We will be starting a new class in the fall for those individuals interested in becoming a Stephen Minister. Some of our members have moved away, but the need for helping others has
not left us. Please take time to prayerfully consider if this is the best way for you to walk the
walk of Jesus. You can become a member of a very special family. Contact any of us for further information.

CROP Walk—October 16
It’s the beginning of July, fall seems far off. We as a church now prepare for August and the fall; it's not that
far off! At this point we're not ready to advertise for this fall's CROP Walk, but we wanted to get it on the
church calendar. While some details will be determined closer to the date based on Covid data, this year's
walk will be in person on Sunday, October 16 starting at 1:00pm at St. Andrew's United Methodist Church.
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Meet the Youth of Prince of Peace
Alyssa Brien
Alyssa is a 15 year old freshman at Hoffman Estates High School,
where she plays on the girl’s tennis team. Her birthday is November 7
and her favorite color is pink. Her favorite thing about herself is her
eyes and hair (which are quite lovely). Alyssa’s favorite subject in
school is Math. Alyssa in in Year Book Club, plays the violin, and is in
the Art Club and Picasso Club, which specializes in multi-media art
exploration. Her friends in Emerge have admired her art work! Alyssa
enjoys listening to pop music and 80’s rock.
When she is older, Alyssa wants to be a hairdresser, and she likes
cutting her dad’s hair. (Looking good Nick Maczek!) Alyssa’s favorite food is Chinese. We have
heard that she is quite accomplished in the kitchen herself. Although Alyssa dreams of growing up
and moving out of her family home, she would not want to live too far away. The family dog is
named Camilla, and Alyssa also has 20 fish. Alyssa loves all things Harry Potter, and hails from the
Hogwarts House of Hufflepuff.
Alyssa has one brother, Zack, who is 16 years old. Zack lives in La Crosse, Wisconsin, in a residential home for youth with autism. Zack benefits from the extra help he is given there. The family visits
Zack regularly. Alyssa enjoys her time with her immediate and extended family.
Alyssa is a Special Olympics Athlete and helps training in track and field weekly. Recently she attended the Prince of Peace service event at Feed My Starving Children. She enjoyed preparing
food for the hungry around the world.

Alyssa’s is a recent Confirmand, celebrating her Affirmation of Baptism on May 22. Her favorite
memory of church is being with her friends there. She is a good friend to all who know her.

Do you ever wonder what activities are going on at Prince of Peace
during the week?
Would you like a way to let others know of your talents and interests so
you can be made aware of volunteer opportunities in need of your skills?
Are you a leader in need of an easy way to communicate with everyone and make others more aware of what your group is doing?
What if you could register for Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and other events
through an app on your phone?
In the next months, we will be introducing a way to do these things and more as we expand our use of ACS, the church management software we have used for many years.
ACS has developed a system called Realm that is a more cost-effective way to communicate with everyone. It’s an easy way to let you know what’s happening at Prince of
Peace and can help you find the best way to get more involved.
More information is available through the electronic Tidings at these links: Volunteer Profiles and/or forming interest groups. At the bottom of the pages there are additional
links to short videos as well.
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Peggy’s Gifts
Prince of Peace received a special donation from the trust fund of Peggy Allison who was a long-time resident of Schaumburg. She volunteered her time to the Prince of Peace PADS site by collecting clothing and
helping distribute it at our yearly holiday party for the guests. She would bring in racks of clothes and coats
and would help the guests try things on to see what fit them best. She really helped the homeless feel comfortable and good about themselves with their new clothes! She was also concerned with hunger relief in our
community.
Peggy passed away last October and designated money for the Board of Serving Ministry to distribute to the
PADS program and Schaumburg Food Pantry. Bonnie Wagner presented a check for $22,644.00 to Suzanne
Ploger, Director of Development with Journeys The Road Home. The photo (below left) shows a bit of the
new building frame going up for the expansion of services to be completed later this year.
Sue Patt presented a check for $11,322.00 to Marianne Rogenski, Supervisor Program Support - Welfare Services with the Schaumburg Food Pantry (below right).
Both organizations were extremely grateful for these generous unexpected donations from Peggy Allison.

POP Golfers - August 20, 2022
2022 Annual Church Golf Outing . I hope all you golfers have been working on your
swing and enjoying the good weather. As previously announced the original date was no
longer available and our event is now Saturday, August 20, 2022. All other details remain the same. As in the past, the first tee time is 10 AM. We are teaming up again this
year with our friends from Christus Victor Lutheran Church at The Bridges of Poplar Creek. The greens fee
this year is $58 which includes golf, use of a golf cart and a small bucket of balls at the driving range. If you
wish, for $10 you may purchase a lunch ticket, which is good for a hot dog or brat, chips and a drink. Just like
last year, each golfer will pay for their greens fee at the course. My apologies for the date change. We are not
planning a post golf party but all are invited to stay at the course after to socialize. This event is a scramble
whereby everyone hits a shot and as a group you select the best shot, then repeat that for every stroke. Do not
fret hitting a less than ideal shot. We hope to see you there for a great day of golf, friendship and fellowship. If
you have any questions, suggestions or wish to join us, please let me know - Doug Beshears (630-991-3597).
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Schaumburg Township Food Pantry Items Needed
The need is still growing at the Food Pantry, and we need to keep giving
as we are able.
It is not just some family in the area that we don’t know. It is also the family next door, the child across the street, the senior sitting next to you at
church. Please consider picking up one or two items on your next grocery
run. These families will be forever grateful for your contribution.
tomato sauce, tomato paste, diced tomatoes
white or brown rice
large soup (Progresso, Campbell’s Chunky)
no/low salt canned or boxed broth (chicken,
vegetable)
boxed pasta noodles
canned peaches, pears, pineapple, apricots,
plums, mandarin oranges, applesauce
canned peas, carrots, beets, spinach, asparagus
canned chicken
canned garbanzo, black or refried beans
dry beans
Hamburger Helper

Pasta Roni and Rice A Roni
salad dressing, mayonnaise, mustard, ketchup,
pickles, any condiments
pancake mix, syrup
bottled juice, juice boxes, coffee, tea
baking supplies such as flour, sugar, oil, cake
and brownie mixes, baking soda
muffin mix
toilet paper, paper towels, tissue
dish soap, laundry detergent, hand soap,
cleaning products
baby diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6), wipes
baby shampoo, baby wash, baby lotion
shampoo, conditioner, body soap

PADS Update - August 2022
Prince of Peace has been supplying healthy meal boxes to the homeless
guests housed in area hotels for the past 2 years. This program is expected
to be discontinued by the fall of this year, so Journeys is working towards reopening 21churches as PADS sites.
Our church is in discussion with First Presbyterian of Arlington Heights to
partner with them on Tuesday nights starting in October. This PADS site will
need kitchen and serving help, registration volunteers, first, second and third
shift help and possibly laundry and clean up assistance. They will offer a sign
up online and are very flexible as to when and how often people want to be
involved. Seasoned volunteers at the church would be on hand to help any
new volunteers assess how they best want to serve.
Since Prince of Peace will not be opening as a PADS site, this would be a good way to continue
supporting the homeless in our community. Anyone interested in more information about these
volunteer opportunities can contact Bonnie Wagner at 630-220-1034 or bbonsai@icloud.com.
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2nd Saturday Date Night
August 13th
Summer Breeze Concert #2
Summer Breeze is so much fun we are doing it twice!! Grab a chair, pack up some food and summer
beverages and join us at the Schaumburg Summer Breeze Concert on the Municipal Center grounds.
We will gather about 6pm for the 7pm concert The Flat Cats – Combining vintage and modern music
rooted in the hottest swinging jazz and blues! Contemporary classics and timeless standards. Hope
to see you there!! RSVP not required but appreciated, to Jim and Jill at our NEW email address JWilkinsx2@gmail.com or text Jill at 847-754-7657.

Prince of Peace Book Club

by Kathy Tweeten

The Prince of Peace Book Club will meet on August 26th in the Fellowship Hall at 10
AM. This month’s discussion will cover “Sooley” by John Grisham. This is a basketball novel and traces the evolution of Samuel Sooleyman to not only save a basketball
team, but his family and himself as well.
Sooley gets a trip of a lifetime from South Sudan to play in a showcase basketball tournament in the U.S. Although he is talented, the coaches are less than impressed. Sooley
receives devasting news from home: his father is dead, his sister is missing, and
his mother and two younger brothers are in a refugee camp. North Carolina offers him a scholarship.
How far can Sooley take his team? And will success allow him to save his family?
If you have questions, please contact Kathy Tweeten at (847) 971-0192 or kat8@aol.com.

Adult Learning Opportunities
(Meeting locations may change)

Passages Meetings will resume in September on the 1st & 3rd Thursday evenings of the month.
Contact Karen Wagner at wagner@princeofpeace.net for questions.
Touchstone We are off for the summer. Meetings will resume in September, meeting in person
on the 2nd/4th Tuesdays. Contact Cherie Bachman cbutterflie40@hotmail.com or 623-776-5969.
Men’s Bible Study meets through Zoom—contact Tom Pfeifer at jets820@comcast.net for meeting codes.
Rebekah Circle - meets through Zoom, the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 1:00PM.
Please contact Elaine Scholtes or Pam Johnson for meeting information.
Please contact the church office at 847/885-7010 for more information.

Prince of Peace Mission Statement

Love God – Follow Jesus – Invite All
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Upcoming Events
August 20 - PoP Golf Outing - Updated date
September 11 - Mission Fair/Rally Day
October 16 - CROP Walk
October 27 - 29 - Directory Photo Dates

Worship Schedule:

Sundays, 9:45am
Also available via Livestream on Facebook
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church of Schaumburg

Services posted on our YouTube channel after Livestream:
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Schaumburg

Prince of Peace Staff – Here to Serve!
Pastor
Youth Minister
Director of Discipleship
Director of Music
Organist
Preschool & Kindergarten Director
Church Secretary
Tidings Editor

Erin Clausen (she/her)
Tiggs Washington (he/him)
Karen Wagner (she/her)
Scott Uddenberg (he/him)
Collin Crowl (he/him)
Michelle Heberling (she/her)
Sonia DeLuca (she/her)
Leslie Beck (she/her)

Prince of Peace Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
Phone: 847/885-7010 Preschool Phone: 847/885-7036
Email: church@princeofpeace.net Web Page: www.princeofpeace.net
Editorial Note: The September 2022 Tidings deadline is
Monday, August 8, 2022 at Noon.
If you would like to receive your monthly Tidings Newsletter via email, please
submit your email address to the church office, 847-885-7010 or
church@princeofpeace.net.
Tidings@princeofpeace.net

